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i'  SEC  18"^’  ^  I 


Pi’cm 

Subject 


'Jode) 

(Secret: 


:  Iloriinatent.-*.*  /,  Diaur’'ameit  Confer 

:  rorolfU'  I'ilnl'jtar  Hi.rota 

:  I.nft'i  rnct-J  i  z  rh.'jr^onoe  to  reqx'iest  tnade 
■|»y  '-.L- .nii.’ocfnn;:! u.-y  at  tJie  Di3arj'tnn»=:nt 

Ml- 

Di&ai-nt-^Jienb,  No,  13 


U] 

'■4P 


On  rosponso  tu  your  tclo.'^r'.ia  Ko.  54  tVanking  every  meicber  of 
the  delegfii-.lo’.i  fox  yd’ur  offer  ts, 

1.  You  are  to  explain  e:<’hf.”*:t.lvc-3y  ovr  -evious  assertions  at 
the  next  cr-Tuittee  iieeiini,  and  nt  oth?r  oocarjloris  that  the  basic 
poJ  ley  of  the  Ir:rtrial  CtO  ^-rncant  U  to  oatablish  a  ocmmoii 
maxlnum  liiriitaticn  as  v/oiJ  as  .'oai'.oing  effonsive  Killtjry  strength 
both  in  quantity  p.nt  ’.ty  thoi<.b.7  ftstao.lishiiig  a  prinaiiile 
of  non-ln-'lrnidstion  and.  .'.xju-aggrea?  l-^n,  ajul  also  o^ir  csssi-viicns 
on  a  coiipicre  d.isarxii'  lont  p3.tin,  tliet  is,  the  complete  abolition 
or  extreme  (drastic)  ^-eduction  of  airorafr.  carriers,  capital 
ships  and  A-c3.ass  cruisers  which  may  be  olassed  as  offensivo 
strength,  which  is  in  an  inscparabl''  coimortion  with  the  cciiimon 
mexinu.i  limitatirn  plan.  Clti-;rly  a:;  ilaln  that  the  Imperial 
Government  cherishes  no  ctnor  inf.enti.cns  and  ft.arnGstiy  hopes 
for  the  conclusion  cf  an  impGr'.-'nl  and  fair  disarmament  a~ree- 
ment  based  on  tho  above  c-asiu  n-  j.o.v.  Fndaa'  our  to  express  our 
sincerity  tovcar  ls  the  dlsa-mauiint  ^^rojecT,,  A?  i  still  if  our 
basic  assertions  ere  rict'gnii;ed  the  Imperial  Government  does 
not  hold  any  Intmtlon  i.-i  r-Crf,fJiniiig  in  conference  to  ddscuss 
over  a  shiptiiildi'ig  noti'io .-rion  plan  or  the  plan  on  restricting 
'•'arii/V.  Consequently,  oecss.nion  from  uha  Conference  would  be 
lie VI  iable. 

In  cohfornj..ty  vr.lth  tha  abovo,  ende'>vor  to  persuade  other 
ylonipotentiaries  f deiftuaia'  )  to  i'o^on*.ider  oiir  proposal,  but 
without- ' 'es air g  lor  I-,  •idoprirn.  'rthi  -.e  on  the  other  lian-l  make 
it  clea.  Lir; j;  Ihcio  fir  ro  .jj.'Je-ii.icn.'s  i  settling  restrictions  on 
outmarines,  etc,,  thereby  concluding  b>;  .ean  the  five  nations 
concerned  an:  pv-i-r.-ble  agr ...-mcnlo  :;nc'^  i- ■'  the  restriction  on 
usj.ng  submarines  an  c-orly  possicio  i.ate.  More-  ver,  lead  the 
ocriferoncc  so  la  ho  o.Lo-i-'d  by  nnne  insir.g  a  joint  statement 

to  tho  effect  1.»u't  ->•  'ild  bo  no  co;  et.ltivo  aimamenting 

among  !;ho  partis ipant  nation.-!.  /*.:  for  -wie  other  problems.  In  cac. 
it  should  be  the.  request  ■'f  the  other  powers,  it  is  considered  ac. 
vl sable  if  it  took  the  form  o.’  transferring  it  to  another  ne\7 
conierenco  when  the  Imperial  Goverrmient  will  hot  participate, 

3.  The  British  .side  cherishes  tho  opinion  of  retaining  Clause 
22,  Chapter  ^  of  the  London  Treaty,  ccnoernlng  the  restriction  o.o 
empDoyJng  submarines,  as  an  irdepem'ent  agreement.  The  Imperial 
Gevarnmont  also  door  not  have  any  cl  jeetion  towards  the  samo 
provision  becoming  an  independent  apreenent.  If  needs  be,  we 
have  no  oh j actions  in  continuing  the  various  clauses  in' the 
Washington  Treaty,  such  as  Clause  14  (restriction  on  arming 
morchant  shins),  clause  17  (prcu.lbitlon  of  using  a  warship  under 
construction’ for  anotlier  power ,  during  war),  Clause  18  (agreement, 
on  dlppositlon  of  warships).  There  are  no  objections  in  proceed¬ 
ing  with  negotiations,  with  tho  representatives  of  nations  con¬ 
cerned,  In  adjusting  such  clauses  and  forming  a  new  agreement. 

-  1  - 

_ ^  ^ 
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4,  •  In  the  case  a  conference  should  be  held  with  our  Govoi^nmont 
excluded}  there  Is  no  objection  in  sending  an  observer  to  the  ' 
conference.  However,  as  to  tho  selection  of  the  observer  you 
will  wait  for  instructions. 
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CERilPlCATE  OP  SOURCE  nMD  AUTHENTICITY 


1,  tt.  who  o' 

geptlon  of  the  Jnd  Demob 


rchivo 


Certified  at  Tokyo, 
on  this  2jB  day  of  May,  1947 


/S/  Mlchlnorl  Yoshll 


i  hereby  certify  tmt  the  above  signature  and  seal  wore 
affixed  hereto  in  the  prei.onco  of  the  Witnoss. 

At  the  same  olace, 
on  this  same  date. 

'Witness:  TosM  o(se?’ « 
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